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HARBOR SEAL (Phoca vitulina richardsi): California Stock 
 
STATUS OF STOCK 
A review of harbor seal dynamics through 1991 concluded that their status relative to OSP could not be 
determined with certainty (Hanan 1996). They are not listed as "endangered" or "threatened" under the 
Endangered Species Act nor as "depleted" under the MMPA. Total fishing mortality cannot be accurately 
estimated for recent years, but extrapolations from past years indicate that fishing mortality (433 per year) 
is less than the calculated PBR for this stock (1,543), and thus they would not be considered a "strategic" 
stock under the MMPA. The average rate of incidental fishery mortality for this stock is likely to be 
greater than 10% of the calculated PBR; therefore, fishery mortality cannot be considered insignificant 
and approaching zero mortality and serious injury rate. The population appears to be stabilizing at what 
may be their carrying capacity and the fishery mortality is declining. There are no known habitat issues 
that are of particular concern for this stock. Two unexplained harbor seal mortality events occurred in 
Point Reyes National Park involving at least 90 seals in 1997 and 16 seals in 2000. Necropsy of three 
seals in 2000 showed severe pneumonia; tests for morbillivirus were negative, but attempts are being 
made to identify another virus isolated from one of the three (F. Gulland, pers. comm.). All west-coast 
harbor seals that have been tested for morbilliviruses were found to be seronegative, indicating that this 
disease is not endemic in the population and that this population is extremely susceptible to an epidemic 
of this disease (Ham-Lammé et al. 1999). 
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